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robust men. He seems to have injured his health and pre-
served his life by the same means. And it would appear
that he resolutely faced the sacrifice of his health, knowing
full well the effect it would produce upon him, because he
was convinced that his life could benefit the world.

It is no exaggeration to say of him that he thought so
much more of the world than of his own personal place in
the favour of God, that he never set himself to win the
heights of saintship, but deliberately threw himself into the
battle of life where qualities other than meekness and gentle-
ness can alone distinguish the hero from the coward.

Until he finally came to London, in 1865, where his
career entered upon a new and remarkable phase, he was a
struggling minister of a dissenting church which did not pay
him very liberally, and which harassed him at every turn.
From town to town, dragging his invalid wife and his chil-
dren with him, he went, preaching his flaming message of
God's anger against sin, A more burdened and embar-
rassed man never set hand to work so exhausting and so
heartbreaking. Poor in purse, suffering in body, worried
by officialdom, torn by anxiety for his delicate wife and his
young children, he was one of the most successful revival-
ists that ever visited the north and west of England, From
the heated excitements of the crowded buildings, refusing
invitations to the houses of his admirers, he hurried back
to his lodgings to wait upon his wife, to care for his chil-
dren.,, often to sit up sleepless through the night racked
with pain and spiritual conflict. Is it any wonder, we may
ask, that he injured his health and hindered his character?

Some of his letters at this period are charged with the
melancholy of a soul suffering the extreme of mental tor-
ture, He doubts the sincerity of some conversions. He
doubts his own vocation. He fears the future for his wife
and children,

In one of these pathetic letters which tells his wife,
" I have a constant load at my chest and weight on my
head,*' he speaks of the conversion of a young girl who
11 wept sorely and appeared in great distress and to have
much rejoiced when she got a hope," He continues:

But I hear she was dancing away Thursday and Friday in